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In compliance with Applicants' duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. 1.56, and in accordance with 37 
C.F.R. 1.98, Applicants' direct the Examiner's attention to the publications listed on the PTO #1449 form 
which is being submitted herewith. Copies of al! publications listed on the #1449 form are being submitted 
herewith. It is respectfully submitted that the information should be considered by the Patent Office as it is 
being filed pursuant to 37 CFR § 1 .97(b)(3) before the mailing date of a first office action on the merits or, 
alternatively pursuant to CFR § 1.97(e)(1), the information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement 
was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application .not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

The disclosure of the above references does not constitute an admission that they are relevant or 
material to the claims or are "prior art" to the subject application. The citation of them is not to be construed 
as a representation that no better art exists or that a search has been made; they are cited merely as 
constituting collectively the closest art of which applicants are aware. 
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I hereby certify that this(cpirespondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service with sufficient pJbstaga as first 
class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 on this DATE: 1^1 3 f / b JL> 



Typed or Printed Name Anne Marie Pickel — n a 
Signature | f \ ^ ff A*Offit 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 0.2 hours to complete. Time wilfvary depending upi 



Date 



4 

onyni 



Till n qL- 



Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimateTt5'take 0.2 hour? to complete. m me wilfvary depending upon the needs of the individual case, ^ny com/nents on the amount 
of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES 
OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, DC 20231 
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